5/26 minutes as corrected at 6/9/10 meeting.  

PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES
May 26, 2010
7:00 p.m. 
Town Hall

Commission members met at 6:00 p.m. and drove to the property of John and Melissa Walter, 1294 89th Street, New Richmond to review the Variance, Chapter 80-19 C(9) request, and to 1248 Hwy 35, Hudson,  to view Jeff Thiel, County special exception request.  
Call to order:  Commission members returned by 7:00 p.m., and the meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chair Carolyn Barrette.

Statement of Public Notice:  The statement of public notice had been posted as required by Marie Schmit and was read.

Roll Call: Present: Carolyn Barrette (Chair), Nina Boonacker, Patrick O’Meara, Rick Kemper, Theresa Johnson (Town Board Chair), Clint Jones, Chris Matter, Garth Vandervorst (alternate).  Guests:  John Walter, Jeff Thiel, Dean Laursen,  Bill MacLachlan, Sue Klatt, Doug Zahler, Laura DeRosier, Joan Gerhan 
Dates of Upcoming Meetings:  Barrette read the dates of upcoming meetings and events.
Public Comments:  There were none at this time.

Reports/Actions by the Town/County:  Johnson stated she will have the report on the working lands initiative from St. Croix County in approximately one month.  She commented there was excellent attendance at the groundwater meeting in May.  The presentation can be viewed from a link on the website.
Recommendations to the Town Board:
Variance, Chapter 80-19 C (9):  John and Melissa Walter, 1294 89th Street, New Richmond

The Walter’s are requesting to replace the 5’ fence around their pool with a 4’ fence and pool safety cover. John Walter said he felt the original fence was not properly installed, and has a very pronounced wobble in the structure which makes it unsafe.  In order to meet the variance standards in Chap. 80, and install the fence at a lower height than the ordinance requires, the Walters would have to show some type of hardship.     Safety pool covers were not available at the time the ordinance was developed in 1993.   In response to a question, Dean Laursen, AquaMates, stated that the pool covers have a life expectancy of 8-15 years.  Kemper moved to recommend to the Board that the application by John and Melissa Walter could not satisfy the hardship provision of the variance language to the Plan Commission, and therefore the Plan Commission  could not recommend a variance at this time; however, the Plan Commission has empathy for the Walter’s have their empathy for the application and the Commission would like to see the ordinance changed from a 5’ fence to a 4’ fence; seconded by Jones.  Motion passed.
CSM:  Susan Klatt, 367 Valley View Trail, Houlton
Doug Zahler, S&N Land Surveying, Inc., Hudson stated that the lot at 367 Valley View Trail has been reduced from 5 acres to 4.4 acres; there are no other changes from the concept map reviewed earlier. The remaining piece of land is approximately 35 acres.  Zahler and Klatt received a letter from the County Highway Dept approving the driveway being closer to County Road E.   The distance between existing driveway  and the new one of 325’ does meet requirements.  Jones moved to recommend to the Town Board the approval of the CSM for Susan Klatt,   367 Valley View Trail, Houlton; seconded by Matter.  Motion passed.
Co. Special Exception-  Installation of a lift in the Riverway district:  Jeff Thiel, 1248 Highway 35 N, Hudson.  
 Thiel and Bill MacLachlan, Hill Hiker, Inc. spoke.  A lift at this address was approved by the Town Board in 2004, but not at the proposed location.  The lift would be installed by a licensed contractor who is certified by the State of Wisconsin.  MacLachlan said that the length of the lift is 300 ft., the height of lift enclosure of 3-4’ off the ground is slightly taller than the usual 2’ height, the lift will be earth tone colors.  Thiel stated that he had no intention of installing stairs, but he did intend to install a dock.there will be no dock or stairs installed at this time. Johnson stated that the County will require a diagram and site plan for trees and foliage removal, and the location of the lift will have to be staked and marked.  The application needs to be signed.   Jones moved to recommend to the Town Board to recommend to the County approval of the Special Exception to St Croix County  Zoning Ordinance Sec. 17.36 H 13 for a lift in the Riverway District at 1248 Highway 35 N,  Jeff Thiel, applicant,  provided the Town Board gets a copy of the site plan with trees and foliage identified,  the lift site is marked and properly staked, and the application is signed; seconded by O’Meara.  Motion passed.  
Alternate Appointment:  The Second Alternate position is open on the Plan Commission.  Three people  indicated interest in serving;  two of the three people were in attendance – Laura DeRosier, 242 Red Pine Trail, Hudson, 54016 and Joan Gerhan, 1125 County Road, Hudson, 54016.  After  interviewing the candidates, ballots were distributed  for voting, and they were tabulated by the recording secretary.  The vote was unanimous for DeRosier.  Barrette moved to recommend to the Town Chair that Laura DeRosier be appointed as the 2nd alternate to the Plan Commission; seconded by Kemper.  Motion passed.
Items for Discussion and/or Preliminary Action and/or Action

Revisions to Chapter 156 – signs: 
Suggestion made that the Town delay action until the City of Hudson ordinance is approved. Catherine Munkittrick has offered  to discuss the ordinance with the Plan Commission. The   item will  be referred to August. 
Design standards for non-residential areas:

Boonacker, Matter and Kemper worked on a design standard guidelines manual.  They asked the Commission to review and manual for discussion at a future meeting.  They are looking for comments, suggestions and critiques of the guidelines.  This agenda item will be discussed at the next few meetings.
Revisions to Chapter 80 – Building Construction:

Suggested wording will be forwarded from Johnson on pool covers, fence height, deck height and setbacks.  Todd Dolan, Building Inspector, will be invited to the next meeting.  Look at  a possible August 5 public hearing on ordinance changes.
Meeting Minutes:
Kemper moved to approve the meeting minutes of April 28, 2010; seconded by Jones.  Motion passed.

Items for Next Agenda:
Revisions to the building construction ordinance, 
Design standards for non-residential areas
Items for Town Board Agenda

Walter  variance to Chap 80, Sec 19 C (9) pool fence,
Thiel special exception variance for lift in Riverway District, 
CSM for Sue Klatt, 367 Valley View, Houlton

Plan Commission 2nd alternate appointment.
Adjournment:
Jones moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Boonacker.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathy Anderson

Recording Secretary

