PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 
January 27, 2010

7:00 p.m.

Town Hall

CALL TO ORDER  Chair Barrette called the meeting to order at 7 PM.

statement of public notice was posted as required by Marie Schmit.  

ROLL CALL  Present:  Carolyn Barrette, Theresa Johnson, Garth VanderVorst, Chris Matter, Patrick O'Meara.  Excused:  Kevin Adkins, Nina Boonacker, Clint Jones.  Guests:  Jay Kimble, Linda Luckey, Brian Gullickson, Ben Heuiser, Cale Dahm, Marie Schmit. In the absence of Secretary Steph Sianko, Carolyn Barrette took minutes.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA - Motion to adopt agenda (O'Meara, VanderVorst) passed.  
DATES OF UPCOMING MEETINGS / EVENTS were reviewed.
PUBLIC COMMENTS - none
REPORTS and/or ACTIONS BY TOWN/COUNTY - Theresa Johnson announced the Town of Troy had passed a zoning ordinance.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION and/or PRELIMINARY ACTION and/or ACTION
1.  Modifications to proposed Noise Ordinance.  It was noted the code publishing company will number the ordinance according to their format.   Barrette went over OHRV grammatical changes; the section on blasting was removed.  On motion by Matter, 2nd O'Meara, the Plan Commission forwarded the noise ordinance to the Town Board for action at their February 4 meeting.  

2.  Design Standards.  Barrette handed out copies of design standards from lists previously available to the Commission.  Jay Kimble noted that the Comp Plan called for design standards for a rural central community which should be developed by the Plan Commission, and noted it should emphasize use of local materials, for example. It was noted that we should be looking at buildings that are aesthetically pleasing and fit in over the years when and if reused for new purposes.  Discussion ensued on standards used elsewhere and related issues such as storm water retention ponds, future widening of roads and need for consideration of major remodeling of buildings.  

3.  Revisions to Chapter 156 – Sign Ordinance - Johnson went over previous discussion.  Linda Lucky brought up the issue of two ordinances, county and town, with possible conflict and confusion.  Kimble reviewed a letter from the Town's attorney dated 2006 noting the Town had village powers therefore could regulate signs under health and safety provisions.  Discussion of various signs around town. We need to be concerned about visual clutter, construction and maintenance of signs, and traffic safety and distraction. Kimble will visit with County reps about the subject.  Commission members should be looking at the Town draft version dated 11-8-08 and County 17.65 and definitions.  

4.  Jay Kimble – resource proposal - Kimble talked with the Town Board regarding his offer to serve as a resource person to the Plan Commission.  The Town Board requested the Plan Commission's views on his proposal.  He would serve as a resource person, assist with ordinances, provide consultation and viewpoints on subjects facing the Plan Commission from his previous municipal government experience and keep us up to date on zoning type matters facing the Town. Commission members felt his expertise and services would be of benefit to the Plan Commission.  It was clarified that the services would be at no additional cost to the Town. VanderVorst moved, O'Meara 2nd to recommend to the Town Board that the Plan Commission would like the assistance of Jay Kimble as a resource person for the Plan Commission. Passed.
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETINGS MINUTES Motion by O'Meara, 2nd Matter to approve the minutes of the January 13 meeting.  Passed, VanderVorst abstained because not at the meeting.  
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA - Bill Block, Matt Vanderlac - White Eagle request for waiver to Chapter 168.7;  Design standards for non-residential areas; Chapter 156 sign ordinance.
ITEMS FOR TOWN BOARD AGENDA - Noise ordinance
ADJOURNMENT on motion by Matter, 2nd VanderVorst, passed 9:10 p.m.
Carolyn Barrette, Chair, temporary secretary  

